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	(Prepared by CIFC January 30, 2026)

The CIFC Knowledge Exchange Initiative (KEI) is an invitational capacity-building program designed to deepen financial relationships and policy understanding between Korea and partner countries through specialized lectures, networking events, and institutional study visits. 
The 2026 KEI program will accommodate a total of 24 participants per session. To maximize the program's diversity and global impact, CIFC will invite and reserve spots for 12 mid-level officials per session under full CIFC sponsorship. These participants are selected from financial authorities of partner countries based on CIFC’s membership relationships and cooperation project priorities. Official invitations for the CIFC-sponsored track will be sent directly to the respective financial authorities, who will then select and appoint the appropriate candidates for the program.
To further enhance this diversity, we are opening up to 12 additional spots per session for participants joining on a self-funded basis, separate from the sponsored attendees. While self-funded participants are responsible for their own international airfare and accommodation costs, they are fully integrated into the program and entitled to the same benefits as their session cohorts. This includes access to all lectures, seminars, and cultural activities, as well as official meals, a daily allowance, and group transportation for all institutional visits. CIFC will also provide the necessary documentation for visa applications, although issuance fees remain the responsibility of the applicant.
In this regard, we seek mid-level officials whose professional expertise and current responsibilities directly align with the specific themes of each session. To ensure wide geographical representation, CIFC aims to avoid regional overlap by prioritizing self-funded applicants from countries not already represented in the sponsored invitation list. All prospective applicants for the self-funded track must submit a Curriculum Vitae, an Official Nomination Letter, and a Personal Statement in PDF format to cifc@kif.re.kr by March 13, 2026. Applicants are encouraged to review the session details carefully and apply for the program that best matches their professional background, as all selections will be based on professional relevance and potential contribution to the initiative.
Program Overview
The 2026 program features two specialized sessions, both held in Seoul, Republic of Korea. To ensure effective global communication and collaborative learning, the entire program will be conducted in English.
1. First Training Session (Thematic Course)
· Period: April 12 (Sun) – 18 (Sat), 2026
· Theme: Financial Sector Innovation in the Era of Digital Transformation (AI, Big Data, FinTech innovation cases, and digital-based policy implications)
· CIFC-Sponsored Track (Selected Countries): Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Philippines, Mongolia, and Uzbekistan.
· Self-funded Track: Open to qualified applicants from all other countries.
2. Second Training Session (Sector-specific Course)
· Period: October 18 (Sun) – 24 (Sat), 2026
· Theme: Financial Infrastructure (Payment systems, capital markets, and infrastructures for credit information, rating, and guarantees)
· CIFC-Sponsored Track (Selected Countries): Indonesia, Vietnam, Myanmar, Malaysia, Thailand, Laos, Sri Lanka
· Self-funded Track: Open to qualified applicants from all other countries.

Program Structure
While we are open to incorporating participants’ ideas and suggestions on the lecture topics and study visits, we plan to organize the KEI in three parts.
· Common Course: The common course is attended by all participants, features lectures by KIF research fellows on global financial trends as well as Korea’s financial development experience and its key implications.
· Thematic/Sector-specific Course: The delegation will attend lectures by experts from relevant Korean financial institutions (CIFC member experts).
· Collaborative Learning (CL): Participants will engage in peer discussions following each lecture to share their perspectives and country-specific insights. At the end of the program, each group will present key discussion findings and learning outcomes at the Financial Cooperation Seminar.
KEI Support & Benefits
· Meals: Official meals specified in the program schedule.
· Per Diem: Daily allowance (including meals) provided during the KEI period (Excluding days of arrival and departure).
· Cultural Activities: Local cultural tours and experiences organized by CIFC.
· Visa: CIFC will provide the necessary documentation for visa applications. 
*Note: Visa issuance fees are the responsibility of the applicant.
· Airport Transfers: Group shuttle service for arrival and departure, operated on a fixed schedule. (Individual transportation will not be provided.)
· Transportation: Vehicles provided for all official institutional visits.
	Note on Expenses
· Accommodation and Airfare: To be covered by the individual or their respective institution.
· Exclusions: Expenses or services not listed above (e.g., personal travel, extra nights) are not supported by CIFC



Eligibility All fields marked with an asterisk (*) are mandatory
· Nationality: Open to all nationalities
· Current Position*: Mid-level officials (Director or Deputy Director level) from financial authorities. 
· Professional Experience*: A minimum of ten (10) years of professional experience in fields related to each program’s session.
· Language Proficiency*: Full proficiency in English is required (as the official language of the program is English).
· Official Nomination*: Applicant must be officially nominated by their respective government authorities/Institution. 

Submission Requirements All fields marked with an asterisk (*) are mandatory
· Curriculum Vitae (CV) * (No standard template provided) 
· Official Nomination Letter* (No standard template provided) 
· For applicants from International Financial Institutions (IFIs) (e.g., WB, ADB): The letter must be issued in the name of the relevant officer in charge at the respective institution.
Note: Submission of the official nomination letter is waived for applicants selected by their national financial authorities via an IFI process
· For individual applicants: The letter must be issued in the name of the head of the applicant’s current organization/institute.
· Personal Statement* (No standard template provided) 
Submission Guidelines of First Training Session  
· Format: Documents should be submitted in PDF format.
· Deadline: All materials must be submitted by March 13, 2026.
· Language: All documents must be written in English.
*Note: Incomplete applications will not be considered.

Application Process of First Training Session 
· Step 1(*Submission of Application (By March 13, 2026)): Interested applicants must submit the required documents (CV, Official Nomination Letter, and Personal Statement) to the CIFC Secretariat via email at cifc@kif.re.kr. *Note: Late or incomplete submissions will not be considered.
· Step 2(Internal Review & Selection): The CIFC Secretariat will conduct a comprehensive and confidential review of all applications. A maximum of twelve (12) participants will be selected for each session based on their professional relevance, institutional background, and potential contribution to the KEI. 

· Step 3(Notification of Results (By March 20, 2026)) The results of the selection process will be communicated individually to each applicant via email.

· Step 4(Final Confirmation & Invitation) Selected participants will receive an official invitation letter and further instructions regarding visa support and logistical arrangements.

	Please note that the evaluation process, including individual scores and internal deliberations, is strictly confidential and will not be disclosed to ensure an impartial and objective selection.




Contact Details
For inquiries or further information about the 2025 KEI Program, please contact:
Email: cifc@kif.re.kr				Tel.: +82-2-3705-6271
Website: https://www.cifc.or.kr/eng
Linkedin:https://www.linkedin.com/company/council-on-international-financial-cooperation_korea
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Tentative Schedule

	DAY
	program

	DAY 1
	Arrive Incheon

	DAY 2
	Opening Ceremony (Orientation & Formation of the CL Group)

	
	Common Course 1,2&3

	DAY 3
	Thematic/Sector-specific Course 1,2,3 & CL Group Discussion

	DAY 4
	Thematic/Sector-specific Course 4,5,6 & CL Group Discussion

	DAY 5
	Study Visit 1,2

	DAY 6
	Financial Cooperation Seminar
Part I. Special Lectures, Part II. Country specific Presentations
Part III. Collaborative Learning (CL) Group Presentation

	
	Completion Ceremony

	
	Cultural Exploration

	DAY 7
	Depart Incheon



KEI Course List
	Category
	Course Title

	
Common Courses
	Introduction to Korea’s Economic and Financial Industry Development Experience

	
	Current Status of Financial Infrastructure and Digital Finance Policies in Korea

	
	World Bank Technical Assistance and Policy Advisory Cases for Expanding Digital Finance and Infrastructure

	
First Training Session (Thematic Course)
	TBC

	
	Introduction to Electronic Authentication Services by KFTC
 (Korea Financial Telecommunications & Clearings Institute)

	
	Open Banking & Digital Best Practices of IBK (Industrial Bank of Korea)

	
	Introduction to AI Financial Data Platform by KCIS 
(Korea Credit Information Services)

	
	Advancing Financial Intelligence through Innovation in AI and Credit Analysis

	
	The Evolution of the Korean Capital Market and Its Leap into the Digital Era

	
	Overview of the Korean Fintech Industry and Introduction to Key Policies

	
Second Training Session 
(Sector-specific Course)
	Introduction to KFTC and Operational Status of Retail Payment Systems in Korea

	
	Introduction to Korea's Advanced Credit Reporting System

	
	Evolution of Korea's Credit Information System: From Infrastructure Building to Digital Transformation

	
	Introduction to Korea Exchange (KRX) and Development Experience of the Korean Capital Market

	
	Introduction to Korea Securities Finance Corp. (KSFC) and Investor Deposit System

	
	Introduction to Korea’s NPL Resolution Framework and the Role of Asset Management Companies (AMC)

	
	Fostering Tech Enterprises using Innovative Financial Instruments

	
	SGI Seoul Guarantee: The Guarantee Insurance Industry and Its Contribution to Korea's Economic Growth



Participating Institutions from Korea 

Financial Services Commission (FSC)
FSC is a government agency with statutory authority over financial policy and regulatory supervision. The FSC’s functional responsibilities are shared among the Securities and Futures Commission (SFC) and subordinate bureaus.

World Bank (WB)
The World Bank is a prominent international financial institution dedicated to reducing poverty and promoting shared prosperity by providing financial and technical assistance to developing countries, with a strong focus on advancing digital financial inclusion and robust financial infrastructure globally.

Korea Institute of Finance (KIF)
KIF was founded to provide expert analysis for the development of Korea's financial sector and financial policy through systematic research and analysis of domestic and international financial systems, policy options, and the management of domestic and international financial institutions.

Korea Financial Telecommunications & Clearings Institute (KFTC)
KFTC provides an intermediary service to enable fund settlement and information exchange between financial institutions and customers through Financial Information Network, Financial Information Systems, the Checks Clearing System and the Giro System.

Korea Technology Finance Corporation (KOTEC)
As a state-run institution, KOTEC provides financial support to the innovative SMEs in the form of credit guarantee and equity investment based on the technology evaluat ion for the development of the national economy.

Korea Exchange (KRX)
As a sole exchange of Korea, KRX is in charge of opening and operating the KOSPI, KOSDAQ, KONEX and derivatives markets. KRX efforts to establish an orderly capital market and achieve sustainable growth through effective and stable systems and infrastructure.


Korea Asset Management Corporation (KAMCO)
Established in 1962, KAMCO purchases and resolves financial institutions' NPLs, restructures corporations, supports financial defaulters' credit recovery, manages and develops state-owned properties, and collects overdue taxes in order to contribute to the development of financial industry and national economy.


Korea Securities Finance Corporation (KSFC)
KSFC is the sole securities finance company in Korea that provides financial investment companies with an array of financial products and services, including securities-backed loans and investors' deposit management; it also provides SBL intermediation, corporate bond administration, and ESOP management to contribute to the growth and stability of the capital market.

Korea Credit Information Services (KCIS)
KCIS is the public credit registry (PCR) in Korea that manages credit, insurance, and technology information all under one roof, centralizing and managing data from public agencies and about 4,000 financial institutions, including banks, insurers, credit card companies, securities firms, financial companies and credit cooperatives.

Korea Credit Bureau (KCB)
KCB is a leading credit bureau in Korea that collects credit data and, using its largest data pool, provides diverse value-added products and services, including credit bureau scores based on data analytics, to help financial companies manage credit risk in every phase of the customer relationship.

NICE Information Service (NICE)
NICE Information Service is a unique company which provides the entire line of services for credit assessment and risk management from Consumer CB, Corporate CB, Asset Management, Debt-Collection to Big Data service, under the mission "By networking all the information in the world, we will enable everyone to use it for the utmost value.”

Seoul Guarantee Insurance (SGI)
Established in 1969, Seoul Guarantee Insurance has supplied a diverse range of guarantee and credit insurance services that have paved the way for the development of Korea's economy and the lives of individuals for more than 52 years. Rated A+ by Standard & Poor's and AA- by Fitch, SGI is a leading guarantee insurer with a global presence in the US, China, Vietnam, Indonesia and the UAE.

Industrial Bank of Korea(IBK)
IBK, established in 1961, is a state-owned, policy-based financial group that has been spearheading the growth of the national economy through its commitment to the development of a sound SME ecosystem in Korea, providing more than 70% of total loans to SMEs in Korea and operating a global network of 57 branches and offices in 12 countries.

Korea Fintech Center (Fintech Center)
Established in 2015, the Korea Fintech Center is a leading public institution dedicated to fostering the fintech ecosystem by providing comprehensive support for fintech startups, facilitating regulatory sandboxes, and promoting global expansion to enhance innovation in the financial industry.
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